
 

 
 

School 

GEAR UP Abstract 2018-2019 
 
Name of Project: Desert Pines High School 

Name of Project Coordinator: Frank Pesce, Assistant Principal 

Address: 3800 Harris Avenue, Las Vegas NV  89110 

Telephone Number: 702-799-2196 

Fax Number: 702-799-2198 

Email Address: pescefj@nv.ccsd.net  

 

 

 

 

Desert Pines High School serves approximately 3,291 students: 54.6% male, 45.4% female. The diverse 

population includes 11.7% Black/African American, 2.9% Asian/Pacific Islander, 80.0% Hispanic, 1.0% 

American Indian/Alaskan Native, and 4.4% White. Additionally, 28.77% of the population is identified as 

LEP, 12.55% as having an IEP, and 87.13% as participants in the Free or Reduced Lunch Program. 

 

Desert Pines High School is an inner-city high school whose students are kind, talented, and personable. 

The faculty and staff are committed to improving the value of student’s education as well as their lives 

beyond the classroom walls. The faculty work closely together to improve instruction and ensure student 

achievements are united by their common goal of ensuring that all students can and will learn. Desert 

Pines High School houses an Academy of Communications magnet program. 

 

GEAR UP team members will work with colleges to ensure that every non-proficient cohort member is 

prepared to succeed when she/he takes the required End of Course exams. To accomplish this goal, Desert 

Pines offers students credit retrieval opportunities including programs such as APEX and Saturday 

school. Additionally, math, reading, writing and science boot camps are scheduled for Saturday mornings 

prior to these exams. 

 

Counselors working with GEAR UP students will emphasize the Individual Academic Plan and its 

relationship to postsecondary opportunities during credit checks. These take place during the first weeks 

of the fall semester. Other activities that support GEAR UP goals of college readiness include parent 

nights that focus on specific topics related to college admission and financial aid, especially the 

importance of completing the FAFSA. Preparatory activities will be scheduled prior to students taking the 

ACT and SAT. Students enrolled in AP courses will take the AP exams. 

 

GEAR UP will ensure students visit CSN, NSC, and UNLV; those who meet admissions benchmarks will 

participate in Nevada Bound. Students will be offered opportunities to job shadow and/or attend 

educational industry field trips. Parent events will focus on college admissions and financial aid to ensure 

cohort members receive maximum financial assistance. 

 

Mr. Frank Pesce will provide program oversight.  
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